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Brooklyn Public Schools COVID-19 Update, March 19, 2020 
State level information will be posted to https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus 

Northeast District Department of Health information Coronavirus Disease 2019 
(COVID-19) 

Dear Parents and Staff, 
 
I hope that this email finds you well!  I am missing the bustle of students and staff in our buildings.  I am 
so proud of the staff who worked so hard to prepare our students to remain engaged in learning this 
week, to prepare and deliver meals for our students and to clean our buildings.  I have several things to 
update you on, but mostly I want you to know that I am proud to be a part of the Brooklyn community 
and proud of the way Brooklyn Schools and Town of Brooklyn have worked with local and State Officials 
to ensure that we are doing our part on behalf of our community. 
 
The latest conference call with the Commissioner of Education was this afternoon.  He has regular 
meetings with the Governor and focuses on the school related response to COVID-19.  There is not a lot 
of new information.  Waivers are irrelevant now and districts are all expected to close on their regularly 
scheduled last day.  Brooklyn’s last day was scheduled for 6/19/2020 but will be moved to 6/18/2020 
because I do not expect to “close” for elections.  Our last day of school right now is 6/18/2020. 
There is no guidance on if/when the schools will reopen.  We know that the cases are increasing right 
now and are expected to get worse before it can get better.  If we look at other locations, there is more to 
come.  As a district we are planning for the worst, being out for the year, and hoping to be wrong!  I will be 
happy to be wrong and we are ready to return as soon as it is safe to do so.  
 
Student work was created and intended to be completed over a two week period.  We have learned a lot 
thanks to your feedback about how we did with our assignments.  Thank you!  We know that all students 
work at a different pace and we DO NOT want you or your child to become stressed about work 
completion.  We are definitely hoping that you are able to complete some of the work and find fun and 
creative ways to engage your child in learning.  Returning and grading work packets will be a 
challenge, another learning point.  We know that the virus will live on surfaces so we will be sending out a 
separate communication on how we will collect selective work samples to ensure safety.  It will likely be 
digitally.  Grading will be determined once we know how long we will be out of school but could be a 
pass/fail for the end of the year.  Our primary goal is to maintain skills with introduction of new instruction 
or learning in small doses over time.  We do not expect parents to replace teachers and we know that 
distance or e-learning at this level will not be able to keep pace with our curricular expectations.  We will 
continue to coordinate our assignments and communication so that no one becomes overwhelmed, 
including the educators who have never engaged in this type of instruction either!  One of the lessons we 
learned is that we need to set time limits on home instructional time.  As teachers we plan lessons 
and constantly monitor and adjust instruction as we see students working.  This is impossible to do when 
students are working at home.  We need your help to set limits and not require students to work for 6-7 
hours daily!  Students don’t work that many hours here and we know that it is not good for them to sit for 
that long.  Please watch for guidance from teachers about time limits of about three hours/day of seat 
time, this will vary by age.  Teachers are being asked to create a suggested time limit and submit this to 
administration for review and then it will be sent out.  The other hours during your day should be fun, 
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physical and dynamic!  Most of us are interested in interacting with others and learn best when we are. 
Being at home is no different!  Children will need siblings, parents and extended family to talk to and most 
importantly play with. There will be multiple on-line platforms that students who like to work more hours 
will be able to spend more time and excel in some areas.  Some content areas will be easier than others 
to instruct, teachers are actively working on this.  Teacher videotaped lessons will likely be available 
soon.  These lessons may allow for new learning in some areas.  Once again, this is new for teachers 
too.  Please be patient with us as we improve our practice in this new area of teaching.  
We are required to reach out and document communication with families.  We have learned that we 
need to better coordinate these communications so as to not flood your day with multiple messages. 
Special education communication will continue to be done on an individual basis.  If you have multiple 
children, you will get multiple messages, just like when school is in session.  While our lesson plans are 
targeted toward the needs for most, we understand and are meeting the needs of individual students to 
the largest extent possible.  We will be tracking accommodations and communication for students who 
are identified as special education, English Learners, students who receive accommodations under 504 
and who are receiving interventions.  
 
We have one more week of work that was prepared and sent home.  In the next week, teachers will 
begin planning for long term e-learning to begin 3/30/2020.  Staff has contacted every family to 
determine what needs you have to engage in distance learning.  We plan to send home Chromebooks as 
needed, assist families to get internet in their homes and begin communicating through Google 
Classroom.  Chromebook distribution K-grade 8: look for more information from BES or BMS soon. 
We anticipate distribution to be Monday-Wendesday next week.  PK students will not be issued a 
Chromebook.  All parents will be asked to sign a waiver indicating that you will be careful with the school 
property, just as you would with other instructional materials like books. Students will access the internet 
through the Chromebook which has filters on it, but nothing is foolproof.  Parents will need to supervise 
their children’s use.  This is very new for some and somewhat new for others.  I am sure we will learn 
from this next phase of school.   If you do not have internet access, please contact Charter at 
1-844-488-8395.   
 
Taking care of you!  This new “normal” is like flying on an airplane.  When the flight attendant tells you 
that you need to put the oxygen mask on first, then take care of those around you, that is our new normal. 
We all must take care of ourselves to be sure we have the capacity when we need to take care of our 
loved ones.  I have asked administrators to turn OFF electronic devices EVERY day at 6:00PM.  At 
this time, after one week, we have worked through some of the stress, anxiety and bugs of distance 
learning.  There will be many more, but we need to take care of ourselves.  This request to turn off all 
electronic devices is being asked of ALL Brooklyn Public Schools Employees!  This means that if a 
parent emails one of the employees after 6:00PM please know that we will respond to you within 24 
hours, on the next business day!  I am asking that employees actually SHUT OFF their email, texts and 
begin working the next day.  If an employee is working some of their shift after 6:00PM, please consider 
waiting to communicate until the next day.  This will be difficult for educators who work late hours on a 
regular basis, but during this time, when we are feeling the stress of life and COVID-19, please shut 
down.  NOTHING is more important than your health and your loved ones!  I hope that parents 
understand and support this as we know how valuable our staff is and we want them to say 
physically and emotionally healthy!  Thank you to each of you who makes this happen!  
 
Field trip money that was turned in will be returned.  It will take us some time to get the funds returned, 
but we will not be attending any field trips if we should return to school.  I am hoping that we may be able 
to finish the yearbook and find a way to celebrate 8th grade promotion with caps and gowns.  Even 
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if we hand each child their certificate and cap and gown, you can take pictures and share them with each 
other and family members!  It is too early to decide that now, but we have decided that the 8th grade trip, 
with travel to DC is not a good idea.  
 
Meals are being served to families on Monday and Wednesdays, 8-9 AM.  The locations are listed on the 
Brooklyn Public Schools, CT Facebook page.  
 
The buildings are closed!  The buildings are closed to the public.  Teachers are allowed into the building 
until 3/25 at noon to pick up instructional materials they will need while we are engaged in e-learning. 
Parents have inquired about picking up student items.  If these things are essential to learning, such as 
eye glasses, you will need to communicate this in an email to the administration.  I will help to gather 
these items and meet you at the door of the building to pick them up.  If you are looking for a sweatshirt, 
we will get these items for you once the building is opened again.  The playground is not closed, but you 
must understand you can only access it at your own risk.  PLEASE do not have playdates with large 
numbers and know that we are NOT sanitizing the playground.     
 
Finally, the staff who work for the Brooklyn Public Schools are being paid.  We are doing what is right for 
our employees and this community.  Employees have contracts we are following.  Some employees are 
here working, some are volunteering to distribute lunches and others are unable to do so.  Teachers are 
working from home, administrators and other office staff are working from home and are here some too. 
We appreciate and respect each person’s decision and encourage employees as well as parents to do 
what is best for you and your family.  That may mean a modified expectation for school work or schedule 
and we respect and encourage that.  Please do not hesitate to reach out to us if you need something, I 
will return your call or email within 24 hours, during business hours.  
 
Please keep the great pictures, stories and comments coming.  I love to post them and in this 
unsettled time, it is wonderful to see positive messages and students engaged with family and 
learning.  The blessings are here, amongst the challenges and we need to celebrate them.  Thank 
you for all that you do to support the schools and your children!  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Patricia L. Buell 
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